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AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

Baltic Research Forum

Program

*All times are in US Central Time (Chicago)

Wednesday, October 15, 2025

9:00 am — Welcome — Opening remarks
9:10 am — Keynote — Neringa Klumbyte (Miami University)
9:30 am — Inga ZakSauskiene, Chief Archivist of Lithuania

9:50 am — Karlis Vérdins (University of Latvia) and Janis Ozolin$ (University of Latvia),
“Melancholic sons and dying mothers: queerness in (post-)Soviet Baltic fiction”

10:20 am — Virve Sarapika (Estonian Academy of Arts), Luule Epner (Tallinn University), and Piret
Viires (Tallinn University), “Cultural heterologies and democracy: culture in the Baltic countries
in the 1990s”

10:45 am — Ammon Cheskin (University of Glasgow) and Michael Loader (University of
Glasgow), Publishing in the Journal of Baltic Studies

11:30 am — Day One Ends

Thursday, October 16, 2025

9:00 am - Donatas Burneika (Lithuanian Centre for Social Sciences), Maris B€rzins (University of
Latvia), Zaiga Kri$jane (University of Latvia), and Simona S&erbinskaité (Lithuanian Centre for
Social Sciences), “Riga and Vilnius: the socio-spatial dimensions of rivalry between the largest
Baltic cities”

9:20 am - Dalia Satkauskyte (Institute of Lithuanian Literature and Folklore), “A sense of change:
projections of the Lithuanian literary field in 1988 (based on material from the literary journal
Pergalé”



9:40 am - Kadri Tuur (University of Toronto), Linda Kaljundi (Institute of Art History and Visual
Culture), Anu Mand (Tallinn University), and Ulrike Plath (Tallinn University), Baltic
Human-Animal Histories: Relations, Trading, and Representations

10:10 am - Olga Makarova (Vice President for Conferences, AABS), Jorg Hackmann (President,
AABS), Liisi Esse (Administrative Executive Director, AABS), and Ben Gardner-Gill (Assistant

Director of Outreach and Engagement) - 30th Biennial AABS Conference “Diasporas: Building
Bridges Across Nations

11:00 am — Closing Remarks
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